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Verse 24 reminds us of two things: 
1)  We are to serve the Lord, and then, 
2)  We will receive the reward of the inheritance. 

If we are faithful in doing #1, then we will receive #2. 
Notice that the inheritance is designated as a reward which means it is not automatic. 
Hebrews 11:6   And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him.

There are two requirements to receive rewards in this verse:

1)  You must believe that God exists 
2)  You must believe that He rewards those who seek Him.

The majority of professing believers believe that God exists, but they have a major problem believing that he will reward them for seeking Him. The problem is they aren’t even aware of the possibility of being rewarded, so there is no way they believe that God is a rewarder of those who seek Him. There is a connection between knowing that God rewards those who seek Him and seeking Him.

                                     GOD REWARDS THOSE WHO SEEK HIM ! ! ! ! ! ! !

Knowledge of this truth not only produces motivation to faithfully seek Him but to produce good works. 

Faithfully seeking God = Knowledge

Knowledge = Motivation

Motivation = Action

Hebrews 9:15 … those who have been called may receive the promise of the eternal inheritance.
“This inheritance/reward for obedience is called an ‘eternal inheritance’ later on in the book (Heb. 9:15). This ‘eternal inheritance’ comes to the believers because of their service for Christ (Heb. 9:14) and because of their faith and patience (Heb. 6:12). In other words, this eternal inheritance is only awarded to Christ’s metochoi, his partners who hold firm to the end of life (Heb. 3:14). That the inheritance is not heaven but something in addition to heaven, which can be obtained by faithfulness or lost because of disobedience …Once again, as in the rest of the New Testament, we see that the inheritance is something linked to works, and not to faith alone.”  
Joseph Dillow, Final Destiny, n.d.

We have another encouragement from the OT to seek the Lord:

Jeremiah 29:13   You will seek Me and find Me when you search for Me with all your heart.

This was a promise to the Israelites that the Lord was available to those who seek Him. If God provided this promise for them, would He withdraw it from us, the Royal family of God?

COLOSSIANS #202  (8-11-15)   
Colossians 3:25   For he who does wrong will receive the consequences of the wrong which he has done, and that without partiality.

For he who does wrong. ADIKEA (ἀδικέω), part. pa; to act in an unjust manner; doing wrong. “A” means “not” or “negative” +  DIKIO means “righteousness”  =  something not righteous because it does not measure up to the perfect standards of God.
It’s interesting that the word wrong, ADIKEA, was used here instead of sin, HARMARTIO. Why?
Paul was talking about consequences, but he didn’t mention sin. So what is the wrong in this verse referring to that has consequences but that is not sinful? Human good produced in the energy of the flesh.
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Let’s make note of who Paul was addressing. Colossian believers. When and where will they receive the consequences for the wrong human good they have done? At the Judgment Seat of Christ [JSC]. Remember, wrong does not always mean sin. Sins will not be mentioned at the JSC. “For he who does wrong”, human good, will receive the consequences of them being burning up.

These acts of human good done when controlled by the Old Sin Nature may not be sinful but they are definitely NOT perfect righteousness, +R, in God’s eyes. It fact, to Him, they are unrighteous deeds because they are done by one’s own effort instead of being produced by the filling power of the Holy Spirit. We get his power when we acknowledge any sins to God the Father, 1 John 1:9.
Human, relative, - r, righteousness can be produced from the area of strength of the Old Sin Nature or it can be produced from the area of weakness with a sinful, arrogant, or selfish motivation towards benefitting or promoting self. Doing good things for people from a resentful [sinful] sense of obligation would be unacceptable to God because we would not be filled/controlled by the Holy Spirit.
We cannot come up with a pure motivation untainted by resentment and/or selfishness on our own. Only God can give us the pure motivation to do good for others when we are spiritual, minus any mental attitude sins (MAS), and knowing Bible doctrine really motivates us. That kind of good we refer to as “Divine Good” because it is done when we have been cleansed from all sin and are presently controlled by the Holy Spirit. Therefore, that Divine fruit meets God’s righteous standards, +R.
So when Christians acknowledge their sins to God, He forgives them of their sins and cleanses them of what? All unrighteousness or wrongdoing, ADIKIA, n. gsf; any acts that violate standards of right conduct. 1 John 1:9
Because Paul was addressing believers about the rewards of inheritance, sin was not relevant but good works certainly were, specifically, unrighteous - r works or human good Versus Divine Good. We find that there are consequences for the wrong, human good that believers do. 

Will receive the consequences of the wrong… KOMIZO (κομίζω, v. fmi; to come into possession of something or experience something; to carry off, to get for oneself, or to receive. The middle voice demonstrates that each person will be affected by the decisions and choices he made in time.
NKJV 
Will be repaid for what he has done,

ESV 
Will be paid back for the wrong he has done

COLOSSIANS #203  (8-13-15) 

Sins will not be mentioned at the JSC. “For he who does wrong”, human good, will receive consequences. Remember from our last lesson that when one does an act of human good, while it is not sinful, neither is it + Righteous in God’s eyes. 
Any good a believer does when he has sinned and is carnal is unacceptable to God because he is out of fellowship with the Lord and does not have the filling, empowerment of God the Holy Spirit. He can only produce human righteousness done in the energy of his flesh which is relative righteousness,  - r. 
God cannot accept  - r because it falls short of His glorious + R.
Isaiah 64:6   For all of us have become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy garment; and all of us wither like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.

REPEAT:  God can only accept +R, perfect righteousness produced while under the control of the H.S.  The H.S.’s fruit or “Divine Good” production through us is +R, and is acceptable to God.
So, what are the consequences for a believer who does wrong by producing human good? Shame and loss of rewards at the Judgment Seat of Christ. 

COLOSSIANS #204  (8-18-15) 
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1 John 2:28   Now, little children, abide [v. pam] in Him, so that when He appears, we may have confidence and not shrink away from Him in shame at His coming.

Revelation 16:15   (“Behold, I am coming like a thief. Blessed is the one who stays awake and keeps his clothes, so that he will not walk about naked and men will not see his shame.”)
Note from Pastor R.B. Theime Jr. on this verse:

“To understand this verse one needs to understand the night guard duty in the Roman Army. As the soldier was stationed, he was commanded to 'guard his tunic'. What this referred to was to be alert  

and not fall asleep on duty. During the night the watch commander would inspect the troops with a torch for light. If he found a man asleep, he lighted the tunic of the man on the spot. He either died right there or if he survived he lost his clothes and uniform equipment like belts, swords etc. His garrison would see him return all burned and know what happened. They would 'see his nakedness' and know his shame. So, to stay alert means to consistently take in the Word. Guard your tunic means to protect as precious the divine viewpoint in your soul. Then to march means to stay in the Righteous Way of the Lord. And, to fall asleep is to fall back into reversionism and potentially lose all the divine viewpoint in your soul and the rewards in time and eternity that accompany that edification complex of the soul (ECS).”
1 Corinthians 3:10-15   Is it possible for believers to look forward to the JSC rather than dread it?
Philippians 2:14-16   Do all things without grumbling or disputing; 15) so that you will prove yourselves to be blameless and innocent, children of God above reproach in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you appear as lights in the world, 16) holding fast the word of life, so that in the day of Christ I will have reason to glory because I did not run in vain nor toil in vain.

1 John 4:17   By this, love is perfected with us, so that we may have confidence in the day of judgement; because as He is, so also are we in this world.

2 Timothy 1:12   For this reason I also suffer these things, but I am not ashamed; for I know whom I have believed and I am convinced that He is able to guard what I have entrusted to Him until that day.

Being ashamed at the JSC and losing eternal rewards is bad enough, but there are consequences in time as well. Trying to have joy, confidence, and contentment through our own human effort is a total waste of time and hard work. God is not impressed. Only being close to our Maker will give us the deep desires of our heart and enable us to do the kind of good that really matters, Divine Good, the kind that is rewardable.

Psa. 37:4   Delight yourself also in the LORD, and He shall give you the desires of your heart. 5) Commit your way to the LORD, trust also in Him, and He shall bring it to pass.

COLOSSIANS #205  (8-20-15) 

Which he has done, EIMI (εἰμί), v. pai; to be in close connection (with).
And that without partiality, PROSOPOLEMPSIA (προσωπολημψία), n. nsf; partiality.
Human judges are susceptible to showing partiality or even taking bribes, but God is not!

Proverbs 24:23  These also are sayings of the wise. To show partiality in judgment is not good.
Romans 2:11   For there is no partiality with God.
Deuteronomy 10:17   For the LORD your God is the God of gods and the Lord of lords, the great, the mighty, and the awesome God who does not show partiality nor take a bribe.

Acts 10:34   Opening his mouth, Peter said: "I most certainly understand now that God is not one to show partiality…
                                                       







  COL. 3, pg. 224 1 Peter 1:17   If you address as Father the One who impartially judges according to each one's work, conduct yourselves in fear during the time of your stay on earth;

1 Timothy 5:21   I solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus and of His chosen angels, to maintain these principles without bias, doing nothing in a spirit of partiality.

Colossians 4:1   Masters, grant to your slaves justice and fairness, knowing that you too have a Master in heaven…
This verse should not be starting a new chapter. Colossians 4:1 belongs in chapter three because it is still focusing on various roles in the Christian life. It addresses yet another aspect of the subject of slavery. 

Masters. KURIOS s), n. vpm; one who is in charge by virtue of possession; owner.
The Master in our time and in our society are employers and the slaves are employees. Notice again, the Bible is not politically correct, it does not condemn those who owned slaves. Masters were no more condemned for having slaves than employers are condemned for having employees today.

The issue here is not social equality but fair dealing with employees.

COLOSSIANS/SLAVERY #206 (8-25-15)    
Grant to your slaves, PARECHO (παρέχω), v. pmm; to cause to happen or be brought about; to cause; to make happen.
JUSTICE AND FAIRNESS
Justice and fairness, DIKIAOS (δίκαιος), adj. asn; the neuter denotes that which is obligatory in view of certain requirements of justice; right, righteous, fair, or equitable. 

Justice and fairness, ISOTES (ἰσότης), n. asf; state of being fair; fairness. Since ISÓTĒS approximates to DIKAIOSÝNĒ (“justice”), the group takes on the sense of equity or fairness. 

“The just judge is ísos (impartial), but the righteous person is also ísos (upright). Col. 4:1 reflects this usage when enjoining masters to treat their slaves both justly and fairly.” 

Gerhard Kittel, Theological Dictionary of the New Testament (Grand Rapids, MI: W.B. Eerdmans, 1985).
Knowing that you too have a Master in heaven, OIDA, (οἶδα) part. ra; to have information about; know. 
Ephesians 6:7-9   With good will render service, as to the Lord, and not to men,  8) knowing that whatever good thing each one does, this he will receive back from the Lord, whether slave or free. 9) And masters, do the same things to them, and give up threatening, knowing that both their Master and yours is in heaven, and there is no partiality with Him.

Giving up threatening… The Spirit-filled boss uses his authority and power with justice and grace, never threatening people and never being abusive or inconsiderate. 
There are two ways people in charge can interact with their subordinates. They can intimidate them, or they can motivate them. Trying to get the most out of those you are in charge of by intimidation never works. Subordinates deserve to be treated with respect, fairness, and honesty. We should treat those under our authority in the same way we want God to treat us.
“Paul began chapter 3 by urging believers to ‘look above’. He has closed the chapter in the same way. Wives are to ‘look above’ to Christ as their example of submission; husbands are to ‘look above’ to Christ as their example of love; children are to ‘look above’ to Christ as their example of obedience; slaves are to ‘look above’ to Christ as their impartial rewarder; masters are to ‘look above’ to Christ as their heavenly judge.

“Spirituality is a matter of understanding our identification with Christ, having our lifestyle transformed, and honoring Christ in our relationships.   
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“Ordinary sounding stuff, but with Christ at the center, it becomes extraordinary indeed. MAIN IDEA: Knowing the truth about Christian living invites us to live an ordinary life in an extraordinary way.”
Holman’s New Testament Commentary 
COLOSSIANS/SLAVERY #207 (8-28-15)    
Colossians 4:2   Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert in it with an attitude of thanksgiving…
Devote, PROSKARTEREO (προσκαρτερέω), v. pam; to persist in something, busy oneself with, be busily engaged in, or be devoted to.
Devote means to devote oneself to, to keep on, to persist in something, to be strong towards, to endure in, or persevere in. It came to mean adhere to, persist in, to continue to do something with intense effort, with the possible implication that it is done despite any difficulty.

The object of this devotion is prayer:
Ephesians 6:18   With all prayer and petition pray at all times in the Spirit, and with this in view, be on the alert with all perseverance and petition for all the saints.

1 Thessalonians 3:10  …as we night and day keep praying most earnestly…

1 Timothy 5:5  …continues in entreaties and prayers night and day.

2 Timothy 1:3   I constantly remember you in my prayers night and day.

Read: Luke 37:1-7

1 Thessalonians 5:16-19   Rejoice always; 17) pray without ceasing [uninterrupted, without omission]; 18) in everything give thanks; for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus. 19) Do not quench the Spirit; 
Prayer is not a spiritual option; it is essential for our growth. Prayer is as vital to one’s spiritual health as breathing is to one’s physical health.
Colossians 1:3   We give thanks to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you…
Colossians 1:9-10   For this reason also, since the day we heard of it [other believer’s love of the Lord], we have not ceased to pray for you and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, 10) so that you will walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, to please Him in all respects, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God;

Keeping alert in it, GREGOREO (γρηγορέω), part. pa; to be in constant readiness; be on the alert. 

One reason people fail to be consistent in prayer is because prayer takes concentration. Sometimes people can be so tired that they fall asleep while praying.
Matthew 26:41  Keep watching and praying that you may not enter into temptation; the spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak."

Not only are we to be vigilant or consistent in our prayer life, we should also be on guard that our prayer life does not become stale or turn into rote repetition. That’s all some Christians do,  “Come Lord Jesus be our guest…” 
Next, we must stay alert, looking for God’s answer so that we can thank Him!
Psalm 5:1-3   For the choir director; for flute accompaniment. A Psalm of David. Give ear to my words, O LORD, Consider my groaning. 2) Heed the sound of my cry for help, my King and my God, For to You I pray.  3) In the morning, O LORD, You will hear my voice; in the morning I will order my prayer to You and eagerly watch.
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Are you so busy and don’t have time to pray, or are you just plain ol’ lazy? 
No Problem! In our modern age of computers and technology, some people have offered this ridiculous solution at a price. You can simply go to this website:  InformationAgePrayer.com.  

Outsourcing Your Prayer Life 

“Who hasn’t found it difficult to find the time to pray on a regular basis? There is always time to pray when the chips are down, but on a regular basis? That can be more difficult. Well, never fear! Now you can outsource your prayer life. For $3.50 per month at Informa-tionAgePrayer.com you can have the Lord’s Prayer recited for you daily. Catholics can purchase a ‘Complete Rosary Package’ for nearly $50.”
Jim L. Wilson and Rodger Russell, “Outsourcing Your Prayer Life,” in 300 Illustrations for Preachers, ed. Elliot Ritzema (Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press, 2015).

Everyone Starts Praying When the Flames Come 

“In 1972 Joan Baez was a singer and activist who was always working on a cause. During the Vietnam War she traveled to Hanoi with a peace delegation and was there during an American bombing campaign that lasted 12 days. 
“‘We spent the whole time in the basement of our hotel. I have never been so afraid in my life. I thought I was going to die. But I learned something—when the flames start coming towards you everyone starts praying, even the atheists and the agnostics, but when the flames start fading away we all go back to the structures and beliefs that we had before.’” 

Ibid
Prayer does not nullify action on our part. We don’t pray for something to come about and then exert little or no effort on our part to make it happen. We are to do all that we are able to do and then trust God to bring it about. 

“An old pastor in Georgia used to make this statement: ‘When a farmer prays for a corn crop, God expects him to say, ‘Amen’, with a hoe.’” 

J. Vernon McGee, Thru the Bible Commentary, electronic ed., vol. 5 (Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 1997), 362–363.

With an attitude of thanksgiving, EUCHARISTIA (εὐχαριστία), n. dsf; the expression or content of gratitude; the rendering of thanks; thanksgiving.

Ephesians 5:20   …always giving thanks for all things in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to God, even the Father…
Other verses that show that we are to direct our prayers to God the Father in the name of Jesus Christ: Matt. 6:9, John 16:23, Col. 3:17, 1 Tim. 2:5, Heb. 7:25. 
Philippians 4:6-7   Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7) And the peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

COLOSSIANS/SLAVERY #208 (9-1-15)  Showed  https://www.youtube.com/embed/HUgv5MDF0cQ
Colossians 1:12   …giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified us to share in the inheritance [experiential] of the saints in Light.

One reason the people described in Romans 1 were rejected by God was because they had no gratitude towards Him.

Romans 1:21   For even though they knew God, they did not honor Him as God or give thanks, but they became futile in their speculations, and their foolish heart was darkened. 
Luke 18:1  Now He was telling them a parable to show that at all times they ought to pray and not to lose heart…
Continue steadfastly IN PRAYER, being watchful in it with thanksgiving.
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Matt. 7:7-11   Ask, and it will be given to you; seek [learning B.D.], and you will find; knock, [apply B.D.] and it will be opened to you.  8) For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened… 

We need to stay in touch with our heavenly headquarters. 
Colossians 4:3  …praying at the same time for us as well, that God will open up to us a door for the word, so that we may speak forth the mystery of Christ, for which I have also been imprisoned…
All believers need prayer support, but communicators of God’s word particularly need it. We are in the angelic conflict engaging in spiritual warfare, and in wartime, the primary targets are the leaders who especially need our prayers.

Paul asks for prayer for himself and his team also in:

1 Thessalonians 5:25   Brethren, pray for us.

Ephesians 6:19  …and pray on my behalf, that utterance may be given to me in the opening of my mouth, to make known with boldness the mystery of the gospel,

2 Thessalonians 3:1-2   Finally, brethren, pray for us that the word of the Lord will spread rapidly and be glorified, just as it did also with you;  2) and that we will be rescued from perverse and evil men; for not all have faith.

Dr. Kent Hovind is a scientist and Bible communicator in Florida that specializes in the creation of the earth. He established Creation Science Evangelism in 1989 and Dinosaur Adventure Land in 2001 in Pensacola, Florida. He was imprisoned in January of 2007 for what appeared to be suspicious charges and then was charged again while in prison for mail fraud and criminal contempt of court. Last month he was cleared of all charges and was released from prison.

One state has begun imposing a religious test on volunteer pastor counselors in its youth division, insisting that they refrain from calling homosexuality “sinful” and dismissing those who cannot bend their religious faith to accommodate state requirements. A volunteer pastor for the Kentucky juvenile detention center has been banned from preaching or witnessing to the children there because he refused to sign Policy 112 which prohibits anyone from saying that homosexuality a sin.

If this policy is allowed to stand, it will set a dangerous precedent that can be used by those who are motivated to extinguish religious liberty in our country.

“Traditionally when Christians have thought of prayer in connection with evangelism, it has centered in praying directly for the salvation of the sinner, [however] the New Testament advocates prayer for saints rather than sinners in the face of evangelistic need [however] Rom. 10:1 is a possible exception… It is startling to realize that Jesus Christ never prayed explicitly and directly for the eternal salvation of a lost person. It is equally startling to realize that neither Jesus nor Paul ever commanded explicit and direct prayer for the salvation of the lost. If these statements sound startling—they are. If they sound heretical—they are not.” 
Curtis Mitchel, “Evangelistic Praying”, Grace Theological Journal 5 (1984): 127.

That God will open up to us a door for the word

Paul was sitting in jail because he preached the gospel. Here he asks his friends to pray for him so that he could continue doing what had already landed him in prison, preaching the gospel of Jesus Christ. In his case, it was a literal door, a prison door, which had to be opened in order for him to reach the masses with the gospel.  PP Roman Prisons

So that we may speak forth the mystery of Christ… What is that? Paul had brought up this issue before in:
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Colossians 1:25-27   Of this church I was made a minister according to the stewardship from God bestowed on me for your benefit, so that I might fully carry out the preaching of the word of God, 26) that is, the mystery which has been hidden from the past ages and generations, but has now been manifested to His saints 27) to whom God willed to make known what is the 
riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope of
glory.

COLOSSIANS/SLAVERY #209 (9-3-15)   
PASTOR MIKE read the part of the following article that is typed in bold:


Clerk Defies Unconstitutional Court:
Won’t Issue “Marriage” Licenses to Homosexuals
The New American, Tuesday, 01 September 2015

Written by  Selwyn Duke

Few people take moral stands today that could land them in prison, but Kim Davis (shown) is an exception. The Rowan, Kentucky, county clerk has made national news by refusing to issue marriage licenses to anyone — homosexual or straight — since the Supreme Court’s unconstitutional June Obergefell faux-marriage ruling. And now Davis has doubled down, defying courts that have ordered her to resume issuing licenses, even though the Supreme Court has just decided not to support her position. In explaining why she is unbowed, Davis says that she’s acting “under the authority of God.” The New York Times provides some background:

“After the state’s governor told county clerks to issue marriage licenses to all eligible couples [in Obergefell’s wake], Ms. Davis filed suit in federal court, arguing that she should be excused from the obligation, given her religious beliefs. A District Court judge ruled against her, as did the Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals, and she appealed to the Supreme Court.

“On Monday, a stay granted by the District Court expired, and the Supreme Court rejected without comment Ms. Davis’s emergency application for a new stay, pending the outcome of her appeal. That left her no legal grounds to refuse to grant licenses to same-sex couples.

But moral grounds are enough for the intrepid Davis. This is despite the scene Tuesday at her Rowan County Courthouse, which included activist-minded same-sex couples seeking marriage licenses, clamorous protesters on both sides of the issue, and camera-wielding media. It is also despite the great legal risk Davis is taking. 

As Daniel Canon, a lawyer for some of the same-sex couples seeking licenses, said, reports the Times, 
“She’s certainly in contempt of court by any definition of the term, so the District Court has an array of sanctions it can resort to, to deal with that.”

Perhaps. But what of judges who are in contempt of the Constitution?

One person who might ask this question is Kentucky Republican gubernatorial candidate Matt Bevin, a defender of Davis’. As the Courier-Journal tells us, 
“Bevin...scolded Democratic opponent, Kentucky Attorney General Jack Conway, for failing to stand by the religious liberties of county clerks who oppose the U.S. Supreme Court's ruling legalizing same-sex marriage. ‘Jack Conway has failed to do his job as attorney general by refusing to defend Kentucky’s marriage amendment, and he is failing to defend the religious freedom of our Kentucky clerks,’ Bevin said in a statement.”
Having said this, the question of freedom and legality here may be complex. The Supreme Court's Obergefell ruling is clearly unconstitutional. It’s also apparent that most governors are 



              




                                      COL. 3, pg.229
acting in ignorance of the Constitution at best, with contempt for it at worst, as they have an obligation to oppose unconstitutional rulings. As for Davis, while her stand is admirable and morally correct (and morality does trump legality), it may be that it is also illegal; this is because her governor, Democrat Steve Beshear, has ordered state clerks to issue marriage licenses to same-sex couples, and states have wide-ranging powers under the Constitution.

And this brings us to one of the real issues here: The stand Davis is taking should have been taken by her governor. Instead, he and other chief executives abide by the personal rules of lawyers while talking about the “rule of law,” as not one state governor in 50 has the wisdom and courage to understand that an unlawful (unconstitutional) court ruling is no law at all. So, really, Americans like Davis are, in a moral sense, doing the jobs governors won’t do.

When pondering defiance of the courts, note that the appeals court in Davis’ case ruled that an officeholder may not decline “to act in conformity with the United States Constitution.” No doubt. But does this not include the officeholder known as a judge? So, again, at what point do legislators and chief executives just say no to the Supreme Court?

“Never!” is the answer many give. “The Supreme Court is just that, supreme, and it has the final say on law’s meaning.” The problem with this is that it’s supremely naïve to suppose that officeholders will “act in conformity with the United States Constitution” if there’s absolutely no consequence for doing otherwise. To vow obeisance to Supreme Court rulings, no matter how far afield from the Constitution’s (the supreme law’s) letter, is to turn the Court into a de-facto oligarchy. It is to empower it to become a super-legislature of last resort with the final say, to embolden it to the point of brazenness. But we have three branches of government for a reason. And if we wouldn’t give 435 elected congressmen, 40 percent of whom are lawyers, such power, why would we give it to nine unelected lawyers on the Supreme Court? We ought to remember that while God’s law and not man’s is supreme, the Supreme Court isn’t even supreme from a legal standpoint, the Supreme Law of the land is. 

Note now that this is precisely the position Founding Father Thomas Jefferson took. He pointed out almost 200 years ago that if the notion that judges were the ultimate arbiters of the law’s meaning ever became accepted, our Constitution will have become a “felo de se” (“suicide pact”) and our Supreme Court an “oligarchy.” He also instructed that right-minded nullification, which is simply when states declare that since a given federal action is unconstitutional, they will not abide by it, is the "rightful remedy" for any and all unconstitutional federal dictates.

Whatever the legality of a matter may be, however, it’s of no consequence to an individual convinced that the highest law deems man’s law lawless. And thus have principled people, from the Apostles to Sir Thomas More to Kim Davis, martyred themselves in faith’s name. Of course, saying one is acting “under the authority of God” generally brings eye-rolling in these secular times. But this is because a simple reality is now universally overlooked: We may be able to have a separation of church and state, but there can never be a separation of church and just law. 
As I explained in 2012:
Any law is the imposition of a "value," but a just law is more specific: it imposes morality. After all, a law states that there is something we must or mustn't do. But why must or mustn't we? Sure, it could be because monarchs or masses feel like it and have the power, but that's simply might making right. For a law to be just, what is prescribed or proscribed must be, respectively, a moral imperative or morally wrong, or a corollary thereof. To dispute this is to say that you would prohibit something even though it's not wrong or mandate something even though it's not a good. What would be the point? Only tyrants do that.
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So a just law must reflect morality, but what is morality? Who determines it? There are only two possibilities: man or something outside of man does. Let's consider the implications of each one.

Imagine that 95 percent of humanity liked chocolate and disliked vanilla. Would this make vanilla "wrong" or "immoral"? Of course not. We know such things are mere matters of taste. Okay, but then how can we rightly claim that murder, rape, or slavery is "immoral" if the only reason we're doing so is that the vast majority of us don't happen to like it? If the only argument we can hang our hat on is consensus preference, then it falls into the same category as flavors: taste.

Some will now point out that the aforementioned acts hurt others, but who is to say that's wrong? Exasperated, you may now say "Everybody! That's who!" But "everybody" is people, so we're again down to consensus preference. It's a merry-go-round always bringing us back to the same pointless point. And there's only one way off it.

This is to accept the point: the one way we can rightly say an act is "wrong" or "immoral" is if something outside of man and supreme (i.e., God) has deemed that it's so — is if it's dictated by the objective reality called Truth.
…So here are the dots and destination: a just law must reflect morality. Morality implies God. Things of God are discussed and discovered in the realm we call religion. Therefore, religion must and always does shape law, if that law is to be just. There is no way around it.

This is perhaps part of the reason John Adams said in 1798, “Our Constitution was made only for a moral and religious people. It is wholly inadequate to the government of any other." And you become an “inadequate ... other” when you substitute the Supreme Court for the Supreme Being.                                                   END OF ARTICLE

Paul wrote Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, and Philemon while in prison.
Ephesians 3:1-10   For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles 2) if indeed you have heard of the stewardship  [dispensation]  of God's grace which was given to me for you;  3) that by revelation  [APOCALYPSE; enlightenment from God to man]  there was made known to me the mystery, as I wrote before in brief.  4) By referring to this, when you read  [ANAGINOSKO; to learn something and then teach it to others]  you can understand   [NOEO; to understand through concentration and study in order to internalize it = confidence and ability to discuss or explain it to others]   my insight   [SUNESIS,  storage of specific, technical knowledge] into the mystery of  [belonging to] Christ,  5) which in other generations was not made  [by]  the Spirit;  6) to be specific, that the Gentiles are fellow heirs and fellow mem-bers of the body, and fellow partakers of the promise [of blessings] in Christ Jesus through the gospel,  7) of which  [gospel]  I was made a minister, according to the gift of God's grace which was given to me according to the working of His power. 8) To me, the very least of all saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unfathomable riches of Christ,  9) and to bring to light what is the administration [dispensation]  of the mystery  [the Church Age]  which for ages has been hidden in God [Jesus Christ]  who created all things; 10) so that the manifold wisdom of God might now [Church Age]  be made known  [GNORIZO, v. aps; revealed]  through the church to the rulers and the authorities in the heavenly places  [angels, 1 Pet. 1:12-13].
COLOSSIANS/SLAVERY #210  (9-8-15)    

No one in the OT knew about the dispensation of the Church Age. Thy wanted to know more about the suffering and glories of Jesus Christ, but it was not for them to know.

1 Peter 1:10-12  As to this salvation, the prophets who prophesied of the grace that would come to you made careful searches and inquiries,  11) seeking to know what person or time the Spirit of Christ within them was indicating as He predicted the sufferings of Christ and the 
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glories to follow. 12) It was revealed to them that they were not serving themselves, but you, in these things which now have been announced to you through those who preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven-- things into which angels long to look.
Part of the mystery is that the Church is the means of resolving the Angelic Conflict. The angels are learning in this dispensation as well as us.

Ephesians 6:18-20  With all prayer and petition pray at all times in the Spirit, and with this in view, be on the alert with all perseverance and petition for all the saints,  19) and pray on my behalf, that utterance may be given to me in the opening of my mouth, to make known with boldness the mystery of the gospel,  20) for which I am an ambassador in chains; that in proclaiming it I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak.

“Paul urged his readers to pray ‘…that utterance may be given to me’ (Eph 6:19). The term ‘utterance’ refers to the faculty of speech. It was not the ordinary word used to describe preaching, but rather to describe the elucidation of a message to make sure it is understood. Paul wanted a message.
“He wanted to proclaim the good news of Christ effectively with words. Perhaps Paul was not a great orator by nature; he admitted that he was ‘…unskilled in speech’ (2 Cor 11:6). The passive δοθῇ (‘be given’) indicates that the apostle looked to God for the message. Paul believed that effective witnessing must be initiated by God. It requires God working through him. Hence, Paul urged Christians to pray that God would grant him proper wording in his witnessing. That Paul should solicit prayer in this matter shows the awareness he had of both the difficulty and importance of the task.

“Because the message to be presented is the mystery of the Gospel’ (Eph 6:19, cf. ‘mystery of Christ’ Col 4:3), divine assistance would be needed in both its proclamation and its comprehension. The term μυστήριον (‘mystery’) is a truth that is sovereignly withheld by God and then revealed to man at a given point in history. 
“Paul stated in Ephesians 3 that a ‘mystery’ had been revealed to him by direct revelation from God (Eph 3:3). Because they are of divine origin, the truths are beyond the orbit of all human anticipations. They are things that ‘…eye has not seen and ear has not heard…’ (1 Cor 2:9). Hence the presentation of the gospel needs to be given with divine clarity if men are to comprehend it. Prayer is needed if this type of clarity is to be achieved.” 
Curtis Mitchel, Evangelistic praying, Grace Theological Journal 5 (1984): 127.

Also see Eph. 2:14-16
For which I have also been imprisoned, DEO (δέω), v. rpi; 
“To confine a person or thing by various kinds of restraints; bind or tie; to bind the hands or feet; to put in bonds, i.e., to deprive of liberty.” 
Spiros Zodhiates, The Complete Word Study Dictionary: New Testament (Chattanooga, TN: AMG Publishers, 2000).

Paul was not only in prison, but he was also bound in chains while in prison. But did he ask that he may get out of prison like most people would do? No, he asked for more opportunities to give the gospel and to give it clearly and dogmatically. 

He was thinking about his fellow believers while in prison Phil. 1:7. Was he embittered about being confined in that dark dungeon?

Philippians 1:12-14   Now I want you to know, brethren, that my circumstances have turned out for the greater progress of the gospel, 13) so that my imprisonment in the cause of Christ has become well known throughout the whole praetorian guard and to everyone else, 14) and that most of the brethren, trusting in the Lord because of my imprisonment, have far more courage to speak the word of God without fear.
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He took negative circumstances and turned them into blessing. We can do the same thing can we not? Do you complain about your circumstances or do you allow God to turn your curses into blessings? It all has to do with attitude.

Colossians 4:4  …that I may make it clear in the way I ought to speak.

PHANEROO (φανερόω), v. aas; to cause to become known, disclose, show, make known. 

Paul was emphasizing what to say, above all make it clear and simple. Today most Christians give a fuzzy gospel if they give the gospel at all. Phrases like, “Come to Jesus”, “Give your heart to Jesus”, “Invite Jesus into your heart”, are so general that no one can know what it means. Give them the facts, it’s by grace alone, through faith alone, in Christ alone.

Ought to speak, DEI (δεῖ), v. pai; to be under necessity of happening, it is necessary, one must, one has to, denoting compulsion of any kind.

This verb is not declaring how we should speak as much as the necessity to speak. Paul took every opportunity to give the gospel. He was a compulsive gospel giver and we should be as well.

Acts 4:19-20   But Peter and John answered and said to them, “Whether it is right in the sight of God to listen to you more than to God, you judge. 20) “For we cannot but speak the things which we have seen and heard.”

Romans 1: 14   “I am a debtor both to Greeks and to barbarians, both to wise and to unwise. 15) So, as much as is in me, I am ready to preach the gospel to you who are in Rome also. 16) For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek." 

I Corinthians 9: 16   “For if I preach the gospel, I have nothing to boast of, for necessity is laid upon me; yes, woe is me if I do not preach the gospel! 17) For if I do this willingly, I have a reward; but if against my will, I have been entrusted with a stewardship."

God has placed upon us a divine imperative to share the gospel. 

2 Corinthians 5:19  …God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and He has committed to us the word of reconciliation [the gospel]. 20)  Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were making an appeal through us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.

1 Peter 3:15  …but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence;

Unfortunately, instead of looking for opportunities to give the gospel, most believers look for ways to avoid it.

“If salesmen were as quiet as we are about the gospel as we are, they would starve to death. The best kept secret in the world is that God loves sinful people and that Jesus died for them on the cross.” 
GraceNotes

